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`Disaster Fatigue' Leads to Drop in Giving
`Disaster fatigue' blamed for a drop in giving after two major tragedies overseas

That's part of why Dave Morris, 34, has yet to open his checkbook — he's 

not sure he could really help.

Morris aims to give 10 percent of his income to causes such as public 

radio, the Red Cross and breast cancer. But the engineer from Ypsilanti, 

Mich., hasn't given to the relief efforts in Myanmar and China, in part 

because the world's problems seem impossibly large.

"If you thought about at this very second the number of people who were suffering and 

dying, I could dedicate all my resources to that and yet it would be a drop in the bucket," he 

says.

Still, experts in the field are optimistic that Americans may still come through for victims of 

these disasters. The Giving USA Foundation says companies are pledging relief funds for 

China, perhaps because so many do business there.

"I think we may also see a surge of donations for the 

China relief effort because of people's frustrations with 

the Myanmar government's resistance to the aid effort there," says Gerard Jacobs, director of 

the Disaster Mental Health Institute at University of South Dakota.

Jacobs was in Bangkok working with the Asian Disaster Preparedness Center when the 

cyclone struck Myanmar, and he got word of the earthquake while in a meeting about helping 

governments in the region to respond to victims' psychological needs.

"People may feel a sense of relief that the China earthquake presents a situation where the 

public can genuinely make a difference," he says.

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 

broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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That's part of why Dave Morris, 34, has yet to open his checkbook — he's 

not sure he could really help.

Morris aims to give 10 percent of his income to causes such as public 

radio, the Red Cross and breast cancer. But the engineer from Ypsilanti, 

Mich., hasn't given to the relief efforts in Myanmar and China, in part 

because the world's problems seem impossibly large.

"If you thought about at this very second the number of people who were suffering and 

dying, I could dedicate all my resources to that and yet it would be a drop in the bucket," he 

says.

Still, experts in the field are optimistic that Americans may still come through for victims of 

these disasters. The Giving USA Foundation says companies are pledging relief funds for 

China, perhaps because so many do business there.

"I think we may also see a surge of donations for the 

China relief effort because of people's frustrations with 

the Myanmar government's resistance to the aid effort there," says Gerard Jacobs, director of 

the Disaster Mental Health Institute at University of South Dakota.

Jacobs was in Bangkok working with the Asian Disaster Preparedness Center when the 

cyclone struck Myanmar, and he got word of the earthquake while in a meeting about helping 

governments in the region to respond to victims' psychological needs.

"People may feel a sense of relief that the China earthquake presents a situation where the 

public can genuinely make a difference," he says.

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 

broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

< PREVIOUS 1  2  3 

Post a Comment 

Next Story: Gay-Marriage Backers Make the Political Personal  

FONT SIZE    

EMAIL  

PRINT  

SHARE  

RSS  

SHARE

DIGG  

DELICIOUS  

FACEBOOK  

PRINT  

EMAIL 

RSS 

UPLOAD

 

 

  

Welcome to ABCNews.com.
Javascript is not enabled on your browser. Please enable javascript to use the community 
features on this page. If your browser does not support javascript, please visit our browser 
upgrade page for a list of supported web browsers.

Member Comments (1) 

View All Comments (1) 

Comment & Contribute

If you would like to tell us more facts about this story, please click here to send the editors of 

ABC News a separate email with the information you have.

 

 

Cops: Fear Fueled Trick-or-Treater Killing 

Gay-Marriage Backers Make the Political Personal 

Attorney: Nevada Gov. Gibbons Cleared in FBI 

Probe 

AP IMPACT: Flood of Wounded GIs Swamps Care 

Units 

Immigrants Flock to These U.S. Cities 

 RSS Feeds

 Podcasts

 E-mail Newsletters 

 ABC News Mobile

Viewed Commented Emailed

| |

Watch Video 
    

U.S. News 

Slideshows 
    

Top Stories 
    

ABC News to Go

Most Popular 

ABC News Features 

Feedback  Wireless  E-mails & News Alerts  Message Boards  RSS Headlines  Podcasts  ABC News Store   

Contact Us  Site Map  Advertising Info  Terms of Use  Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights   

External links are provided for reference purposes. ABC News is not responsible for the content of external internet sites.  

Copyright © 2008 ABCNews Internet Ventures 

| | | | | |

| | | |

http://abcnews.go.com/US/WireStory?id=4886753&page=3 Page 2 / 2

http://abcnews.go.com/US/comments?type=story&id=4886753
http://abcnews.go.com/Site/page?id=3520115
http://abcnews.go.com/Site/page?id=3520115
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Podcasting/
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Podcasting/
https://register.go.com/global/abcnews/modifyAccount?affiliateName=abcnews&appRedirect=modifyAccount
https://register.go.com/global/abcnews/modifyAccount?affiliateName=abcnews&appRedirect=modifyAccount
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Wireless/
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Wireless/
http://abcnews.go.com/US/MostPopular
http://abcnews.go.com/US/WireStory?id=4886753&page=3#
http://abcnews.go.com/US/WireStory?id=4886753&page=3#
http://abcnews.go.com/US/WireStory?id=4886753&page=3#
http://log.go.com/log?srvc=nws&guid=4064688D-B771-4054-9545-A58F88B9B2C5&drop=0&addata=1080:53578:455322:75&a=1&goto=http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v2|3A42|0|0|%2a|y;208984244;0-0;0;29473192;31-1|1;28947622|28965501|1;;%3fhttp://abcnews.go.com/GMA/Recipes/
http://log.go.com/log?srvc=nws&guid=F4EA882A-EC2D-4BE9-A910-028C0831CF67&drop=0&addata=1089:53578:454011:75&a=1&goto=http://abcnews.go.com/politics
http://abcnews.go.com/US/WireStory?id=4886753&page=3#
http://abcnews.go.com/US/WireStory?id=4886753&page=3#
http://abcnews.go.com/US/WireStory?id=4886753&page=3#
http://abcnews.go.com/Site/page?id=3052660
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Wireless/
https://register.go.com/global/abcnews/modifyAccount?affiliateName=abcnews&appRedirect=modifyAccount
http://forums.abcnews.go.com/n/forumIndex.aspx?webtag=abcnewsindex
http://abcnews.go.com/Site/page?id=3520115
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Podcasting/
http://abcnewsstore.com/
http://abcnews.go.com/Site/page?id=3068843
http://abcnews.go.com/sitemap
http://mediakit.go.com/abcnews/index.html
http://disney.go.com/corporate/legal/terms.html
http://disney.go.com/corporate/privacy/pp_abc.html

